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The Applicants request consideration of the reference listed on the attached PTO-1449 
form. Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non- 
patent literature are enclosed. Reference AQ is a European Examination Report dated August 
14, 2006, which issued in connection with a corresponding European equivalent application. 
The three references cited therein, JP 2002 108263, DE 32 06 123, and JP 10 268823 were cited 
in the Information Disclosure Statement dated May 18, 2006. 

This Statement is before the receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. Furthermore, 
the reference was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this document. Please apply 
any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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